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Call for Abstracts  
Planning Cultures of Conversion
Perspectives, Processes and Practices of Sustainable 
Redevelopment

Conversion (culture), building and spatial change are currently the subject of intense de-
bate. There are many reasons for turning to and using existing material as well as social 
and cultural resources in existing buildings and settlements. These include the current le-
vel of resource consumption, the release of CO2 and the production of waste in the cons-
truction industry, the unchecked consumption of land in the development of settlements 
and infrastructure, and the complex forms of structural economic, social, and cultural 
change in urban and rural areas. 

Dealing with existing buildings is nothing new. A good 50 years ago, it was decisively ini-
tiated by urban development funding in Germany, the European Year of Monument Pro-
tection and a few years later by the IBA-Altbau in Berlin. The transformation in the existing 
built and lived city continues unabated today and is being given new impetus by a series 
of structural breaks and crises. These include vacancies as well as the need for renewal 
due to changing economic, social, or climatic conditions. In recent years, this change has 
been particularly visible in city centres, monofunctional office locations, aging housing 
estates and single-family neighbourhoods, as well as entire transformation landscapes, 
such as in the lignite mining regions and after local or regional extreme weather events 
with their associated damage. In prosperous locations, the ongoing structural change 
leads to a continuous demolition dynamics and new construction, which is increasingly 
being criticized. Due to the urgency of climate protection and the increasing scarcity of 
material and financial resources, questions of preservation of existing buildings and (new) 
culture of conversion will arise today and in the future almost everywhere, even beyond 
regional settings and outstanding (special) building projects.

The forthcoming special issue of pnd – rethinking planning asks how conversion and re-
development can actually be initiated, designed and implemented under inherent uncer-
tainties and with the involvement of a large number of stakeholders and relevant interest 
groups involved. The focus is on processes of planning, implementation, and (ongoing) 
operation, their impetus and course, and their recognizable conditions of success and fai-
lure. Transformation processes are characterized by a particularly high degree of comple-
xity combined with various forms of uncertainty. Different experiences and competencies 
are becoming increasingly intertwined: the building and the city, the design of different 
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spatial scales from building components and building typology to the neighbourhood or 
even craftsmanship and communication are (once again) much more interlinked. Conver-
sion challenges existing methods, instruments, techniques, legal regulations, processes 
and also the arrangements of those involved. What is needed are stable frameworks as 
well as agility, integrated interdisciplinary planning approaches and teams, and at the 
same time, openness to and resonance with users and neighbours, or flexible standard-
ization and adaptable sets of rules that allow for scaling, for example at the neighbour-
hood level. 

Contributions for pnd 1/2025 edition

This call invites researchers, developers, and practitioners to share their experiences and 
systemically gained knowledge on how to deal with current conversion tasks in an urban 
or rural contexts in Germany and internationally. The focus can be on the processing 
of individual cases or comparative studies as well as on the reflection of experimental 
projects and individual approaches and methods. The aim of the special issue is to bring 
together knowledge from different disciplines and forms of specialization as well as in 
dealing with different levels of scale.

We are looking for papers that focus on:

• The processual nature of conversion and redevelopment, for example through the 
simultaneity of planning, construction and ongoing operation, combined with the 
questions of process innovation, possible process return and the role of improvisa-
tion and emergence

• Resource orientation and activation for and in conversion processes and their impli-
cations for planning and design strategies, the timing of planning and construction 
phases and economic perspectives

• Conversion as a multidimensional spatial task with the interaction of physical-mate-
rial spaces, their functions and spatial practices, social and cultural meanings, and 
governance arenas

• Regulations and standards, their flexibility and adaptability and their contribution to 
management of conversion tasks at different scales and the possibilities of scaling, 
as well as the (tense) relationship between urban land-use planning and conversion 
processes

• User perspectives on conversion and transformation: perceptions, needs, interpre-
tation of identity, benefits and visibility in conversion processes, and approaches to 
participation and co-production

• Dealing with complex actor constellations from micro-politics to management ap-
proaches, knowledge management in inter- and transdisciplinary teams, competen-
ce development of clients, planners, and users

• Dealing with uncertainties and risks, the role of buffers and flexibilities as well as  ap-
proaches to prevention and increasing resilience.

 
The call is open to a wide range of scientific and non-scientific fields. These include urban 
and regional planning, architecture, landscape architecture, civil engineering, economics, 
political and social sciences, social work, cultural studies, art, administrative and legal 
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sciences, transformative and transformation research.

Interested authors are invited to submit an abstract of 1,500 to 2,000 characters (inclu-
ding spaces) by 15th April 2024 to neu-denken@pt.rwth-aachen.de. There is a possi-
bility of double-blind peer review. If you are interested, please let us know by submitting 
the abstract with suggestions for two reviewers. Please address any questions directly to 
the editorial team.

Time frame:

• Abstracts must be submitted no later than April 15, 2024.
• Acceptance of papers will be announced by May 15, 2024.
• Full papers must be submitted by August 30, 2024.
• Authors will receive initial feedback in the fall of 2024.
• The editorial revisions, layout, and proofreading will take place in winter 2024/25.
• Publication is planned for spring 2025.

 
We would like to share some notes on requirements for the manuscripts in advance. Con-
tributions to pNd 1/2025 should:

• not exceed 35,000 characters nor go below a minimum of 12,000 characters (inclu-
ding spaces);

• be written in English or German;
• include references such as scientific sources, or supplementary information in the 

case of field reports;
• include visual material such as pictures or diagrams;
• contain an abstract of about 1,000 characters
• include short biographies of the authors of no more than 300 characters (including 

spaces).
 
Detailed guidelines for authors will be sent to you with the notification of accepted sub-
missions.

Publisher and Editor

The Chair of Planning Theory and Urban Development at RWTH Aachen University publis-
hes the journal pnd – rethinking planning.

This issue 01/2025 is published and edited by Agnes Förster, Daniela Karow-Kluge, Chris-
tina Jimenez-Mattsson and Anna Weber. 

Contact: neu-denken@pt.rwth-aachen.de


